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If your company is interested in becoming a NZ Arb Cornerstone
Partner please contact us by email administrator@nzarb.org.nz
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EDITOR’S
LEAF
You’re finally receiving this autumn
issue and will be reading it digitally
for the first time. We are a few weeks
late on the release, but better late
than never. Due to the government
Alert Level 4 Lockdown we also had
to accommodate some changes, so
we used the opportunity to rush into
the digital publishing platform. Our
wonderful graphic designer, Jesse
Wilson, and the administration at
OnCue came through for us to see Tree
Matters now published via PageSuite.

Erika Commers
Editor
editor@nzarb.org.nz

It’s a good example of using a challenge to
instigate positive change; we intended making this
happen in the future, but when there were no
longer printers in operation it became a more
immediate driver.
Through the stress and uncertainty of
the lockdown many examples of support,
encouragement and creativity were observed
within our community. A few were: Shaun
Hardman decided to keep his staff engaged
and learning by putting together some lessons,
and then opened up the offering to the wider
climbing community to take part; Mark Roberts
recorded Skype conversations with many on a
wide variety of subjects and created a series of
short ‘Couch Sessions’ that were shared with
the wider community on social media; The NZ
Notable Trees Trust ran a quiz series as did
NZ Arb with generous support from Levin
Sawmakers.
I hope you were able to find some time during
the lockdown to explore, ponder and learn a bit.
In 2020 I think that most people recognise
learning never stops, and that education can
happen in many ways. It is just as important for us
and the arb industry as it is for other professions
that we stay abreast of new discoveries and
research. Arboriculture, with its basis in biological

science, becomes an applied science when good
practice is adhered to. NZ Arb are now posting
the TREE Fund webinar series in Monthly Mulch,
which I encourage arborists to check out for
some thought-provoking current research topics.
You can also find an archive of past webinars on
their webpage. The ISA also offers a free podcast
series with many topics covered; these can easily
be listened to while driving.
So here we are on the other side. It wasn’t long
ago that it was strange for many of us to be stuck
at home, and just like that, it now feels strange to
be out and about. Naturally, I found myself at the
garden centre on my first post-lockdown outing
so I made the excuse that I deserved a reward
and purchased a copy of Royal Horticultural
Society Pruning and Training. After planting a few
fruit trees, I realized I needed some help with
espalier training and fruit tree care. It’s certainly
a specialization in and of itself and I have a lot to
learn.
We have some fantastic articles in this issue
sharing a common theme of resiliency. I am
deciding to remain optimistic that we won’t have
to go through this lockdown situation again, but
if we do, I’ll hopefully be a bit better prepared.
Happy reading.
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5 MINUTES
WITH NAOTY
WINNER
JOE NEWDICK
In 2019 you won the NZ Arb New Arborist of the Year (NAOTY)
competition, held in Napier during the NZ National Climbing
Competition and Arboriculture Conference. Tell us a bit about
yourself, where you are based and where you work?

My home base is in Te Teko.
My work is pretty dynamic and varied; I’ve done plenty of
work with Asher and the team at Ash and Oak Arborists, but
also I like to spend a solid slice of the week as an amenity
gardener.
Early on this year I had a mint couple of weeks with Brendan
Bellamy and the team at Tricky Trees in New Plymouth.
I’m currently on a backyard sabbatical at my mum’s house.
The old corona has made sure all mum’s early autumnal
pruning gets done.
What do you remember most about your NAOTY experience?

Oh, that would be the Aerial Rescue score sheet.

And do you have a favourite competition moment?

It’s the last minute of the Tree ID. I’m looking at a pūriri leaf
and the Latin isn’t coming to me. I’ve been staring at this
leaf for 20 minutes now and I’m racking my brain thinking
of every pūriri I’ve worked on and seen. 30 seconds, Craig
says. I think about giving up. I look at the little pink flower.
Vitex lucens! My brain did its job. I scribble it down and feel
like Tom Cruise (Mission Impossible - not Scientology. Xenu
wasn’t very much help).
What has been a highlight of your career so far?

Last year Alfa Trust organised a volunteer day at my
childhood home in Te Teko. The work was to help the
owners of a spectacular Pin Oak maintain the tree, to
prevent it from being removed.
We had an amazing turnout. Big ups to everyone who
helped out that day!

Question

Answer.

What role models have inspired you, if any, in arboriculture?
And why?

Far out... There are too many to name. The athletes, the
trainers, the work horses, the students, the researchers, the
activists, the leaders, they’re all inspirational. There are some
seriously awesome people in our little community.
And finally, what advice would you give to any aspiring
future arborists or NAOTY competitors?

A bit of advice I got last year which helped me relax and
enjoy my work a bit more: growth comes in waves and it’s
okay to plateau for a while before growing again.

Profile

Name: Joe Newdick
Location: Te Teko

1. Joe competing in the 2019 NAOTY finals in Napier

What inspired you to pursue a career in arboriculture?

Arboriculture had been on my mind for a few years when I
got in touch with Peter Weymouth in Dunedin. He asked me
to come around for a cup of tea and a chat. We talked for
an hour, he showed me his gear and told me to get in touch
with Ben and Alvar at Otago Polytech. I phoned them up
and here I am.
Where did you do your training?

2017 Otago Polytech with Ben and Alvar.
What keeps you motivated in your work?

All of those Fridays I take off to go surfing.
What do you enjoy doing outside of arboriculture?

Surfing, gardening, music, tramping, cooking.
Any big plans for the year ahead?

My partner and I are halfway through walking the Te Araroa
trail in the South Island, so we better go finish it off come
the end of the spring pruning cycle.
1.
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URBAN TREES
IS IT THE AXE OR
A REPRIEVE?
The renovation of neglected canal-side streets
or quays in Amsterdam, the capital city of the
Netherlands, threatens to destroy nearly 600
trees, but for 250 of them there may be hope.
The care that the 800-year-old city of Amsterdam in the Netherlands has
for its urban treescape is nowhere better illustrated than in the story of
the renovation plans for the city's old quays beside the canals.
In a report by Hans van der Beek in the Amsterdam evening newspaper
Het Parool, the saga to save the trees is clearly set out.
Starting in the (northern hemisphere) summer in a few months' time,
coronavirus willing, repair and renovation of the first of the centuries-old
brick and cobbled quays will begin. The full renovation of the designated
five kilometres of canal streets is estimated to take about four years, as
work continues through each canal, a small section at a time, from bridge
to bridge.
Hans Kaljee, the Amsterdam City Council tree consultant, knows exactly
how many trees are in the five kilometres of neglected quays that will be
renovated in the centre and old west section of Amsterdam city.
“There are just under 600 trees. I've looked at them all, and 85 of these
are special or monumental. They are the city's pride and joy along each
canal, old trees with trunks from half a meter to 80 centimetres in
diameter, which hang beautifully over the water. My tree heart says: how
wonderful it would be if we could save some of these trees.”
Experts are still investigating whether it is possible to relocate a number
of the trees, either permanently, or temporarily, before returning them to
their old location. That would be technically complicated and expensive,
but Kaljee hopes this is possible for about 250 out of the 600 trees,
including some of the 85 monumental trees.

It is precisely these old trees that present the biggest problems: they have
predominantly grown into the quay walls and they are too substantial to be
moved sustainably through the city centre.
Kaljee: “Roots are always looking for better conditions and these are often
behind quay walls. There is moisture, dog poo and water. That is very
attractive for the tree roots.”
The rule of thumb is therefore: quay renewal means cutting trees.
But, Kaljee says, “the technology is advancing, which is why we have asked
two engineering firms: help us, are there alternatives? I have not yet written
off all the trees, but we must be circumspect. There are huge costs involved
in transporting a tree from the Singel canal in the centre across the Ij
waterway at the back of the Centraal Station and over to the to Noord, the
north part of Amsterdam. We are also investigating whether it is possible to
move trees just across a quay and back later. That sounds very nice, but it is
pretty complicated. I am trying not to be too optimistic. ”
Almost neighbours
Tree cutting in a city is inevitable, says Kaljee. “You prefer not to, but this has
been part of the city for 400 years. Things come to an end. Streets, quays,
walls, and trees as well.”
Residents have a close bond with trees. They are almost neighbours. Kaljee
says that when a tree is at the door for 60, 80 years, “it is very drastic if it is
suddenly cut down. I totally get that.”
The tree expert says that in the first section of quay to be tackled in
summer, there are ten, 12, 15 trees. “Actually, we are doing nothing more
than normal, but now it is noticeable because of the pace.”
City councillor Sharon Dijksma illustrates the city's concern for speeding up
the process. Normally, a separate cutting permit must be requested for each
tree in Amsterdam, with all the associated delays. Dijksma wants to simplify
this procedure for this project.
Says tree consultant Kaljee,“You can follow a procedure for every tree, but
that doesn't help you any further. The outcome is inevitable. But we will
put back new, beautiful trees so the city will remain attractive, with a bit of
patience.”

Above: A tree-lined Amsterdam canal. Renovation of the city's canal-side
streets or quays puts trees at risk.
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NZ ARB CONFERENCE
QUEENSTOWN 2020
7–10 November, Queenstown Memorial Centre
Online Registrations From Early August
Dear industry,
NZ Arb is excited to advise planning has resumed for the
2020 NZ Arb Conference in Queenstown. Based on the current
situation and anticipated easing of restrictions on interregional travel and gatherings, the 2020 Conference will take
place as originally planned, 7 - 10 November, in conjunction
with the NZ Arb Husqvarna National Tree Climbing
Championships.
More information will be available shortly, but it is likely
places at the conference will be limited in accordance with
Government guidelines.
Around this year’s programme line-up of inspiring
arboriculture and business experts, attendees can expect a
spectacular industry celebration of resilience, community,
and arboriculture. With this in mind, now is a good time to
start planning ahead, so you are ready to book when online
registrations open early August.

FEATURING THE NZ ARB HUSQVARNA

NATIONAL

TREE CLIMBING
CHAMPIONSHIP
7–8 Nov, Queenstown Gardens

visit nzarbconference.co.nz for more information

THE STORY SO FAR:
NZ ARB'S ORIGINAL SPONSOR
In 1996 Chris Meads was marketing New Zealand dairy products
to Japan and South Korea for margarine, confectionery, and
ice-cream manufacturing, when a saw-making company in
receivership caught his eye. From milk fat to milling equipment,
there started a journey that would see Chris and Levin Sawmakers
as NZ Arb's longest-standing industry sponsor and supporter 24
years later.
Just a few weeks ago Levin Sawmakers signed an agreement that takes the
company's sponsorship of the association through to 2023. Three more
years on top of an already 21-year term of support for the industry. This
comes at a time when a lot of businesses are focusing inwards. Far from
being deterred by uncertainties of Covid-19, Levin Sawmakers saw this as an
opportunity to show the industry what it means to be in for the long haul,
and instead increased their sponsorship of the association, conference and
New Zealand tree climbing three-fold.
Levin Sawmakers have been part of the NZ Arb partnership team for
longer than many of us have been around. Levin Sawmakers are part of
every annual conference and bustling industry trade show, with a display of
gear that showcases more arb-specific products than any arborist will ever
dream of owning. It may surprise some that Levin Sawmakers started out
as a company with a sole focus on forestry and milling. We decided to have
a chat with Chris and find out a bit more about how he started working
with arborists to become one of the industry's main suppliers of specialised
equipment.
It was 1996 when Levin Sawmakers was placed into receivership. At the
time the company was mostly involved in making and servicing bandsaws
and circular saws for the timber industry, but they also manufactured a
pruning lopper for the commercial pruning of pine trees, and a range of
portable sawmills. Chris heard of the situation and it sparked his interest.
He'd always had an interest in forestry and trees, having watched one of his

older brothers go through "Woodsman School" and into forestry and so
took a chance.
With the help and support of one of his other brothers Chris decided
to purchase the business and try to get it back on its feet. At the time 38
people worked for Levin Sawmakers. In order to make the business work
they realised they had to get that number down to a dozen people. The
sawmaking equipment was sold off to another sawmaking company which
left Levin Sawmakers with the forestry pruning tools and portable sawmills.
Despite it being a big leap from marketing dairy products internationally
for New Zealand Dairy Board (now Fonterra), Chris didn't have time to
dwell on the adjustment. He quickly went about expanding the range of
pruning loppers available and all the other consumables that go with pruning
commercial stands of pine trees (ladders, steps, pruning handsaws, clothing,
boots, PPE, etc) and then went into manufacturing planting spades, wood
splitters and other products. Levin Sawmakers became the largest supplier
of pruning and planting equipment in New Zealand for commercial forestry.
From there, Levin Sawmakers moved into forestry logging supplies. Oregon
chainsaw chain was one of the quality brands of chain that Chris wanted
access to for supply. Husqvarna was the New Zealand agent for Oregon
chainsaw chain so that's where the relationship with Husqvarna started.
Since then Husqvarna has relinquished the Oregon chain and switched to
having their own brand of chain. Oregon continues to be an important part
of Levin Sawmakers overall range of products that it supplies to the forest
logging and silviculture industry, firewood merchants, arborists, farmers, and
more.
The arboriculture part of the story started in 1998, and as many good
stories do, it started with a few beers. Over a couple of drinks one night
with the Manawatu Polytech tutors who were running a forestry silviculture
course, one of them told Chris about the work that he did as a part-time
arborist. The topic interested Chris a lot. He explained that there was a
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need for someone to stock and supply New Zealand arborists with the
specialised gear that they require, as arborists were typically having to order
gear in for themselves from overseas, which was far from an easy task at
the time. From there the tutor, his wife, and Chris worked out a range of
products, and Levin Sawmakers set to work setting up the supply chains.
Levin Sawmakers was pleased to embrace this new and exciting profession,
as it was a perfect fit for the company. They imported by airfreight a
range of training videos and climbing gear to run a sponsored course for
the industry. Chris himself was one of the first to complete the three-day
course. Chris explains that back then the gear was very basic compared to
what is available today. Chris shares an anecdote about the day the Labour
Department (now WorkSafe) inspector came along to take a look at what
was happening on the course they'd set up. He was standing under the tree
Chris was climbing, looking up, when Chris' helmet (basic forestry helmet
with no chin strap) came off and landed at the inspector's feet. Everyone
momentarily held their breath, before watching the inspector wander off
without saying anything. The fact was there was no book of reference for the
inspector to look at anyway. How things are so different now, reflects Chris.
In 1999 with the help of Rod Hickman of the New Zealand Horticultural
Industry Training Organisation, the Polytech tutor, Daryl Judd of Guardian
Tree Services, and Levin Sawmakers, a group came together, including Chris,
to be able to bring about the first Arborist NZQA Unit Standard, '2767 Climb a Well-Branched Tree'. Arboriculture had been identified as a growth
industry, but training in New Zealand was limited. Collectively the team
brought to the course ideas, technology, modern climbing equipment, and
systems for the practitioner arborist.
Meanwhile, Levin Sawmakers as a business continued to go about securing
sources of supply which included Sherrill, Buckingham, Yale Cordage, Rayco
stump grinders, Petzl, Silky Saws, and many others. Yale Cordage wasn't
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represented or well-known in New Zealand so in 2004 Levin Sawmakers
became the New Zealand distributor of Yale Arborist Ropes, which is still the
case today.
Levin Sawmakers attended its first Conference as a sponsor of NZ Arb
in 1999. Chris recalls the conference trade exhibitors back in the day
comprising of just two stands, Silky Saws and Levin Sawmakers. Twenty years
later the Trade Zone has grown to consistently between 20 and 30 suppliers
and industry organisations. Naturally, the number of arborists working has
increased significantly and the gear used has become much more technical
in nature.
The year 2020 is another milestone for Levin Sawmakers and its relationship
with both Yale Cordage and NZ Arb. Yale Cordage has partnered up with
Levin Sawmakers in signing a 3-year sponsorship agreement with NZ Arb,
which includes the Women's TCC Masters, Gold Conference sponsorship,
and an ongoing cornerstone partnership with NZ Arb.
With the help of Yale Cordage, including a week of intensive training at Yale’s
facilities in the USA for one of Levin Sawmaker’s staff, Levin Sawmakers now
has its own in-house certified rope splicer. Chris reiterates how pleased he
is to have Yale Cordage come on board with Levin Sawmakers and the NZ
Arb Association to assist financially in sponsoring events and the Women's
Masters Tree Climbing Competitions. He says, “It's scary times at present in
the current Covid-19 environment, but Levin Sawmakers and Yale Cordage
are confident that the arboriculture industry will bounce back quickly, and as
sponsors are proud that they will be part of this journey into the future.”

Nicki van Asch
Communications & Sponsorship, NZ Arb

RULE THE OUTDOORS
DUC356Z

18V X2 (36V) LXT Brushless
Top Handle 350mm (14")
Cha
ain Saw
Chain
■ Up to 500 cuts on 50 x 50
Pine using 2 x 5.0Ah
■ Torque Boost Mode
■ Chain Speed of 1,200m/min
■ Lightweight design
■ Additional safety & control
with a kickback brake
and metal bumper
■ XPT for increased dust and
moisture resistance

ONE SYSTEM. ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

www.makita.co.nz
Autumn 2020 • 13

CARBON IN THE
TIME OF COVID
This actually has nothing to do with Covid-19 or cholera,
which the title is very loosely taken from (Gabriel Garcia
Marquez’s novel, Love in the Time of Cholera). If you cast
your mind back a few months, the world was fixated on
carbon sequestration. It seemed like every few weeks
another tree planting programme was announced; a million
trees here, ten million trees there, a billion trees, a trillion
trees – trees will save us, plant trees. Every programme was
different, yet in essence, every programme was exactly the
same; plant trees so they can trap and store atmospheric
carbon to either mitigate or defer global warming and slow
climate change.
But not everyone was convinced; tree haters, flat-earthers and
pandemic deniers had a different view. Tree planting will not save
us; it’ll take 100 years, there is not enough land, when trees die the
carbon is released, who will look after them, we’ll be planting the
wrong sort of trees…etc. And if the opinions of the vocal minority
and talk-back radio crew weren’t bad enough, those with money
offered another view; they produced leading scientific authorities
and experts from unknown places reporting things like; trees
emit reactive volatile gases that contribute to air pollution and are
hazardous to human health, planting trees on snowy terrain could
turn those places into dark patches that actually absorb heat, if all of
these trees grow there will be so much shading species diversity will
stop (we will become extinct).
So, tree planting programmes will save us, assuming they don’t kill us
and destroy the world in the process.
But there was also a third group focused on carbon sequestration
through different mechanisms; ‘we don’t need to plant trees
because we can trap carbon in the soil and in the ocean. In fact, we
don’t need to do anything differently because we’ve got dirt and
tonnes of water in the sea’. Like all good theories, conspiracy and
otherwise, there is something to this – but how much something,
and is that something actually something?
Two of the leading alternate sequestration mechanisms are via soil
and through the oceans.
Soil carbon sequestration, as the name suggests is where carbon
dioxide is removed from the atmosphere and stored in the soil. This
process is mainly undertaken by plants through photosynthesis, and
carbon is stored below ground as soil organic matter (SOM).
SOM can improve soil structure, increase the retention of water
and nutrients and reduce erosion. In an agricultural context SOM
can increase food security and decrease the negative impacts on
natural environments and ecosystems. SOM is great, and as we
are only using about 11% of the land available on the planet for
crop production, we could double what we do and still not cover
all of the potentially useable lands. So not only will soil carbon
sequestration save the environment, defer global warming and slow
climate change but we can feed the hungry at the same time. Soil
carbon sequestration is the answer… or is it?
Carbon is contained in the soil through a complex mixture of
carbon compounds, consisting of decomposing plant and animal
tissue, soil microbes (protozoa, nematodes, fungi, and bacteria), and
soil minerals. In a healthy soil, many of these carbon compounds
are in a continuous state of flux, cycling from one state to another.
Throughout this process, carbon can remain stored in a soil for
hundreds if not thousands of years, but when the soil is disturbed it
can be quickly released back into the atmosphere. Minimising soil
disturbance and maximising organic activity is key to retaining soil
carbon.
Soil productivity can be directly linked to SOM levels, a reduction
in organic matter can reduce crop yields and SOM depleted soils
can be a precursor to large-scale ecosystem collapse. Common
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agriculture practices such as fertilising, ploughing and tilling can
disrupt natural carbon cycling, increase erosion, and increase nutrient
leaching from soils. Apart from effectively releasing carbon back to
the atmosphere, these practices can contribute to eutrophication of
inland aquatic and coastal ecosystems.
Luckily low productivity soils can be remedied through the addition
of fertiliser. But the addition of synthetic/inorganic agricultural
fertilisers can temporarily inhibit microbial growth and reduce
rhizobial bacteria and mycorrhizal fungi populations. With organic
soil activity reduced, the soil productivity can continue to decline
– so more fertiliser must be added. As more fertiliser is added,
organic soil activity reduces, SOM levels decline and eventually
the water-holding capacity of the soil also decreases – reduced
soil moisture equals a further reduction in organic soil activity and
reduced nutrient availability for the crop. Awkward, but there
is more; with the loss of soil moisture and SOM, soil texture
changes. To improve water infiltration and assist root growth, soil
conditioning in the form of ploughing and tilling is required – which,
effectively releases carbon back to the atmosphere…
This is, of course the worst-case scenario and not all agricultural
activities deplete SOM, release stored carbon and reduce soil
productivity, but some of it does, especially large-scale intensive
cropping. Intuitive producers (the ones that see benefits in carbon
sequestration, saving the environment, slowing climate change
and feeding the world) undertake soil regenerative techniques
that include maintaining year-round crop cover, minimising soil
disturbance, increasing soil organic content, increasing species
diversification and… planting trees.
In short, the process of soil carbon sequestration can be expedited
by planting trees.
So, what about ocean carbon sequestration? Carbon is mainly
sequestered in the ocean by phytoplankton. Phytoplankton are
floating microscopic marine plants (algae) that contain chlorophyll.
Just like terrestrial plants, carbon dioxide is consumed during
photosynthesis and the carbon is incorporated into the plant’s
structure. It turns out that phytoplankton consume almost as much
carbon dioxide as terrestrial plants (about 50 billion tonnes of
inorganic carbon per year) and are responsible for producing over
75% of the world's oxygen. So maybe there is something to ocean
carbon sequestration after all.
Phytoplankton are indeed important to the planet's carbon cycle,
but when it comes to storing the carbon they consume, we need to
consider the life of our average marine algae. To keep the oceanic
carbon cycle pumping, phytoplankton need to entirely reproduce
themselves about every eight days (on average 45 times a year).
Terrestrial plants on the other hand, reproduce themselves entirely
about once every ten years. So, the issue with phytoplankton is
biomass, or lack thereof. The combined biomass of all terrestrial
plants is estimated to be about 500 billion tonnes (much of it in the
form of wood), where our floating microscopic algae might be as
little 45 billion tonnes. And of those 45 billion tonnes of living, dying
and cycling algae only a fraction of one percent actually makes it all
that way down to the bottom of the ocean and becomes trapped
as sediment.
So, the mechanism of ocean carbon sequestration is not all that
efficient. Given enough time it obviously works as the majority of
‘fossils’ that our fossil fuel comes from were once plankton. And
oceans remain the largest carbon pools on earth, containing about
50 times more carbon than in the atmosphere and 20 times more
than in the soil. But as a way and means of addressing climate
change in the short term… phytoplankton are unlikely to save us.
So, in this time of Carbon and Covid, it actually seems that tree
planting programmes are the best carbon-sequestration solution
currently available. So, a million trees, a billion trees or just one tree
– if you have survived Covid-19 you should probably go out and
start planting trees.

Mark Roberts
Roberts Consulting

BE WITH A TREE, 5 – 14 JUNE 2020
Once again NZ Arb are getting behind the ‘Be With a Tree’ annual campaign, organised by the Forest and Bird’s Kiwi Conservation Club. This is an
opportunity for us to help grow our own nation of trees lovers in tomorrow's kaitiaki. We’ve included in this issue of Tree Matters, a free ‘Be with a Tree’
poster for you to share with the small (and big) people in your family and community. We’d love to hear some of your answers too. Keep an eye on
NZ Arb pages on Facebook and Instagram over the next few weeks for more ‘Be with a Tree’ campaign activity, including our live online "Ask an Arborist"
session on Sunday 7 June.

Be with a Tree

Draw or write your answers
in the circles.
Share your stories with us at
kcc@forestandbird.org.nz.

5–14 JUNE 2020
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IDENTIFICATION
CHALLENGE
WHAT AM I?
Based upon the plant
part pictures, can you
identify this tree?
Answer can be found on page 45
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HEALTH, SAFETY & WELL-BEING
Quarterly section sponsored by

LIVING IN THE PRESENT MOMENT
MAINTAINING CERTAINTY
IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
The recent COVID-19 pandemic has forced the world into
unprecedented times. Never in our generation have we
experienced such a global disruption to our way of life. The
pressures we all face as the world grapples to regain control have
left many people uncertain, gripped with worry, overwhelmed with
fear for the future.
Commercial enterprises of all sizes, from larger employers to
individual contractors are all enduring the consequences of the
recent pandemic. Many are scrambling to secure their financial
futures as the economy tries to recover. The decisions made as we
navigate through uncertain times have the power help us navigate
well.
For those living in fear and uncertainty however, they are living
in reaction to their experiences rather than choosing to take
responsibility for what they can control. While we don’t have total
control over external events, we can have control over our internal
psychological and emotional experience. And the moment we
choose to have control over our internal experience we place
ourselves in a position of power and control.
Mental health is often overlooked in a time of crisis, considered
a secondary issue that must get in line and wait its turn while we
react to our immediate challenges. While there is much to be done
practically, it’s essential we all react accordingly to position ourselves
in the most advantageous ways possible, doing so while being
tormented psychologically and traumatised emotionally is of no
advantage.
Reacting to external events while experiencing fear, worry, doubt
and uncertainty leads to bad decisions being made causing more
pain and suffering in the long run. So how then do we eliminate the
torment and trauma of our internal experience? We must escape by
choosing to live in the present moment. And in the present moment
we must make the conscious decision to take responsibility for what
we can control right now.
There’s no way to predict the future, we don’t always know what’s
going to happen, we aren’t able to know how things might work out
in advance. Trying to answer the internal unanswered questions we
indulge in when in crisis can be torturous. And using our imagination
in overdrive in an attempt to visualise outcomes and different
scenarios can be equally traumatic.
The only way you can escape all the unwanted emotions associated
with all your future-based fears, worries and uncertainties is to live
in the here and now. While you’re busy trying to predict the future
and figure out how things might work out, you are robbing yourself
of your power to have control over your life right here, now in the
present moment.
No amount of overthinking, visualisation or imagination will help
you in any substantial way. All it will do is rob you of your ability to
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be affective right now. Making good decisions, being strategic, setting
yourself up to win in the future can’t be done while overwhelmed
with fear. So, my question to you is, will you take responsibility for
what you can control in the present moment?
To regain a state of control within ourselves, it is important that
we take a moment to observe what is actually happening within
our own internal psychological experience. We must evaluate what
we are thinking and question why we are thinking the way we
are in the first place. Most of the time what we fear is completely
irrational, making no real sense once we take the time to question
its authenticity.
Ultimately, what you think and what you choose to believe right
here, right now are your own choice. You can choose to indulge
unwanted emotions and suffer their consequences. I suggest to you
however, that being in a position of power and control over your
internal psychological and emotional experiences will give you an
advantage that empowers you to operate at your highest potential
throughout this time of uncertainty.
You, and only you get to decide what you will think and what you
believe. Neuroscience has proven what we think directly impacts
what we believe, and in addition, what we believe determines what
we feel emotionally. So, while we can’t always control what happens
in our external experience, we can still experience a great quality of
life if we can maintain a state of psychological control and emotional
stability. After all, the quality of your life isn’t determined by what you
have or don’t have, it’s determined by the quality of psychological
and emotional experiences along the way.
Don’t be shy in reaching out for help if you need it. There can be
some hesitation when considering seeking help, but sometimes a
little help now can prevent potential problems before they exist.
Talking with someone can make all the difference, and it’s important
to ensure you build a support network of people around you who
can help you as you navigate your way through life, especially in
hard times. Close family members and friends can be helpful. Or
you may even want to consider a non-biased third party such as
a professional counsellor. As a counsellor myself, I have had the
opportunity to help many people navigate through hard times
successfully. Sometimes a new perspective makes all the difference.

Neil R. Oliver
Neil R. Oliver is a counsellor at Auckland Counselling Clinic and
author of the book Escaping the Experience of Depression

AUTUMN ARB CROSSWORD

Across

Down

1. Zone of rapid what?

2. New home of the ISA

3. The first B, in the dark reaction

4. Red pigment in leaves

8. Soil what, can cause fine-root mortality?

5. The national arboretum of New Zealand

9. The vacuolar membrane

6. The secretion of droplets of water from the pores of plants, usually

10. The virus responsible for COVID-19

overnight

12. The force within the cell that pushes the plasma membrane against
the cell wall. Usually associated with tissue hydration

7. Primary constituent in plant cell walls

13. Sonic what, can help us see inside trees?

16. An air bubble in the vascular system

14. An arboretum in Illinois, USA
15. The body language of trees
19. Soil particles less than 0.002 mm are said to be what?
21. Cork cambium
23. The second B, in the dark reaction
24. A mutually beneficial relationship
25. In Latin, meaning 'thornless'

11. A microscopic soil particle that helps with mineral ion adsorption
17. In Latin, meaning blue, or dull grey
18. The inner tissue (parenchyma) of a leaf, containing many
chloroplasts
20. A brown stain, usually from oaks
22. The surface of a leaf
Answer can be found on page 45

26. Soil organic matter
27. The C, in the dark reaction
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NOTABLE TREE STORIES
IN SEARCH OF BIG
KAHIKATEA ON THE
WEST COAST
1.

In each edition of Tree Matters we will endeavour to
feature trees from the New Zealand Tree Register.
The idea is to highlight a specimen or group with
outstanding attributes and/or a tree with an
especially interesting history.
This article is about three friends and their pursuit of giant kahikatea in the
Lake Brunner area of the West Coast.
Phil Barker a Hokitika resident, ex-policeman and now motelier and dairy
worker has always loved New Zealand native trees. Our mighty podocarp
trees have been a particular focus of his attention. In November of 2019
Phil received information about a NZ Forest Service survey carried out
in 1977 of a reserve near Lake Brunner. Glenn Johnson, a former forester
involved in the survey, spoke of three huge matai trees and other sizeable
podocarps in a block of bush beside what is now the Lake Brunner Lodge.
He reported that one particular tree was too big for the forester’s 7.5
metre tape. Phil was excited by the possibility of re-locating this tree and
the potential that there may be other big trees still out there yet to be
discovered.
Phil did a quick reconnaissance trip and found some very large rimu, matai
and kahikatea trees. He duly recruited his twin brother Kevin, a physics
teacher from Auckland, and Canterbury University forestry professor and
good friend Euan Mason for a subsequent hunt held on a warm summer’s
day in December last year. The team parked near the Carew Falls car park
off the Inchbonnie-Kumara Road and eagerly set about their task. They had
viewed and printed off GIS maps from West Coast Regional Council and
began by focusing on several trees identified in Phil’s earlier reconnaissance
trip. They then moved on from crown to crown through the forest and
measured the largest trees. An eventful day resulted.
The first specimen not far from the road was an enormous kahikatea,
WCR/1601. After measuring the girth at 752 cm and height at 42.7 metres,
a quick calculation showed that this tree was close to being a national
champion. A great start especially when this immense tree was literally 20
metres from the road. We then crossed the road and investigated another
big kahikatea and several rimu. The hunt that followed led us to four very
large kahikatea. Our final tree, WCR/1600, a huge 788 cm girthed kahikatea
was measured at close to 50 metres in height. This stunning tree had an
enormous buttress which required the girth to be measured at 2.0 meters
to avoid this buttress. We had found a new national champion kahikatea.
Not far from this tree we discovered an enormous matai tree which
appeared to have recently been blown over. The tree could well be the
mythical >7.5 m girthed matai mentioned by the forester, Glenn Johnston. It
had a long trunk around 13 metres and was over 30 metres tall. It seems
incredible that this huge specimen was not better known. Another large
fallen matai with a >2.0 metre d.b.h. was also located within 50 metres of
this fallen giant.
Tree

Girth
(cm)

DBH
(cm)

Height
(m)

Images

Champion
tree points

WCR 1600

788

251

49.2

Image 1

487

WCR 1607

827

263

37.0

Image 2

468

WKR 1216

691

220

52.8

WCR 1601

752

239

42.5

NNR 0782

755

240

39.4

WCR 1602

670

213

47.9
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Our day concluded with a beer at a Kumara pub where we reflected on
our discoveries. A few weeks later Phil returned and measured trees along
the Kumara to Lake Brunner Road. He found another enormous kahikatea,
WCR/1607, with an 827 cm girth. This tree is 37 metres tall. Once again
it was only located a few metres from the Inchbonnie-Kumara Road. A >
40 metre tall kahikatea with a >7.0 metre girth and two towering rimu with
5.4 and 5.6 metre girths also sit nearby. Another huge kahikatea with an
8.4 metre girth and a height of 32.4 metres also sits in pig-damaged forest
beside the Inchbonnie-Kumara Road closer to Kumara. This tree has yet
to be added to the NZ Tree Register but will likely rank amongst the five
largest currently known NZ kahikatea.
The table below outlines New Zealand’s six largest single-stem kahikatea
as at April 2020. Four of the trees in this list are found in the Lake Brunner
Reserve. The kahikatea in this part of the West Coast are noticeably larger
than any West Coast forests we have searched to date. As we have only
searched a fraction of this impressive bush reserve, very large kahikatea,
matai and rimu trees likely await discovery.

Kevin Baker & Phil Baker
Auckland (Kevin) & Wellington (Phil)
The New Zealand Notable Trees Trust manages a free public database
containing historical records and verified details of the most notable and
significant trees in this country. The database is constantly being updated.
New trees may be registered at any time – together with any contributions of
information or support. View online at www.notabletrees.org.nz
Captions:

1. Location of Kahikatea in this article
2. New National Champion WCR/1600 with the Barker twins and Euan Mason. Taken
by Euan Mason
3. Tree WCR/1601 Showing Barker twins and Euan Mason Taken by Euan Mason
4. Tree WCR/1602 Taken by Euan Mason

458
Image 3

456
449

Image 4

437

1.

2.

2.
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GET ON TRACK.
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Probably the most versatile, go-anywhere,
150mm wood chipper on the market.

A super compact access platform perfect
for all types of terrain.

ArbTrack 150
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• Twin vertical hydraulic feed rollers
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Basket Spiderlift PB15.75
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• From 1760 – 6980kg options
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on model.

Tracked Access Equipment that is simple to control and adapts to undulating terrain.
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Athena 850 BL
• Self-levels on up to 20 degree inclines
• Independently levelling tracks
• Max Basket capacity of 250kg
• 7.9m working height
• Total weight of 1990kg
• Non-marking tracks
• Bi-energy: 240volt / Honda IGX390

Athena Jibby 1250 EVO Boom
• Automatic telescoping boom
levelling system
• Max Basket capacity of 230kg
• 12.2m working height
• Total weight of 2850kg
• Non-marking tracks
• Engine: Diesel Yanmar 3TNM68-AS
• Max gradeability 30º

QUALITY / SERVICE / ETHICS.
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Phone: (+64) 09 443 2436
Email: sales@yrco.co.nz

WELLINGTON BRANCH
Phone: (+64) 04 212 2456
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Phone: (+64) 03 341 6923
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QUALITY INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT FROM THE WORLD’S LEADING MANUFACTURERS

OAKS IN CHIAPAS, MEXICO
Driving up and up, leaving the tropical forest of the lowlands, I see tufted
pines start to appear alongside the road, as well as fog. I was never meant to
be here, but I am oh-so excited to see such a forest so close to the equator.
I am in the pine-oak cloud forest of Chiapas state, Mexico. It is a stronghold
of otherwise temperate climate tree species that have a foothold high up
in the mountains. The pines are largely void of perching plants (epiphytes),
but as soon as broad-leaved trees start to appear with big lower branches
things are getting interesting; these trees are absolutely covered in epiphytes.
However, I have to focus on the road. Not only do I have to overtake
ageing Volkswagen Beetles, but also keep a keen eye out for overloaded
trucks that have no issue with overtaking on blind corners. The next time
I encounter these trees is in a more tranquil setting; we are parked near
a cemetery, situated under the crowns of gnarly large-leaved oaks. The
graves are colorfully painted, and with Día de los Muertos (day of the dead)
approaching, a family has gathered to tidy up some graves, give them a fresh
lick of paint, sing and drink, and celebrate their loved ones. It’s overcast and
foggy, quite a serene setting.
The oak’s lower branches are covered in an array of ferns, mosses, orchids,
succulents and bromeliads. It is a stand with other familiar northern
hemisphere trees such as Cupressus, Arbutus, Magnolia, Prunus, Cornus,
Juniperus and of course Pinus.
I live in Gisborne, and as a tree guy I am truly blessed to have two
world class tree collections on my doorstep; Eastwoodhill and Hackfalls
arboretums. During my stay in Mexico I especially felt connected with
Hackfalls as this is home to the largest collection of oaks in the southern
hemisphere. The arboretum was founded by Bob Berry, he was an avid tree
collector. During the 80s he made several seed-collecting trips to Mexico.
Hence the collection of Mexican oaks at Hackfalls is very extensive. A search
of the Hackfalls catalogue reveals that Bob also visited Chiapas state, the
area I had the privilege of visiting too. I have found three entries:
Quercus crassifolia Humb. & Bonpl. Grid location. 16-74/87. Wild
seed from Campo Santiago, Chiapas, Mexico. This large-leaved,
shorter leaf stalked southern form was originally named Q.
byrachystachys?, perhaps it should still be regarded as a seperate
species, or at least a variety. [Bob originally listed this as Quercus
crassifolia (Q. brachystachys)

Sign at Huitepec reserve, note the local Mayan name below Latin name.
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Quercus crispipilis Trel. Central America. Grid location: H5-25/93.
Wild seed from North of Comitan, Chiapas, Mexico.
Quercus crispipilis Trel. [Originally recirded by Bob as "Quercus
crispipilis var. Pannosifolia? C.H. Mull. (Q. skutchii?)", both names
are now synonyms of Q. crispipilis]. Grid location: H6-71/25. WIld
seed from San Cristobal de Casas Botanical Gardens, Chiapas,
Mexico from a heap of seed on the ground (collected elsewhere?).
Theirry Lamant correction from material that I sent to him.
Globally, there are about 600 known oak species. Mexico is home to the
largest number of species of oak (Quercus) in the world. There are 109
endemic to Mexico of about 160 species present (Wikipedia), the remainder
ranging into central America and Southern United States. However,
according to the International Oak Society’s website oaknames.org, there
are 204 oak species and taxa present in Mexico. I was in Chiapas state in the
very south of Mexico, not far from the border with Guatemala. According
to my local tree guidebook (Árboles y arbustos de los bosques de montaña
en Chiapas, 2010), there are 13 species of oak present in Chiapas state.
Even with the species down to 13 I’m having a hard time identifying them
as the guide is in Spanish but I’m very poor in it. My wife speaks Spanish
fluently, but the jargon used in the tree guide she finds very confusing, which
is fair enough. Just ask any well-educated friend that is not a plant person
what glabrous means (it’s without hair). To confuse things even more is that
oaknames.org has 38 accepted species listed for Chiapas!
What further complicates identification is how oaks readily hybridise. In
such cases the hybridised tree shares characteristics of the two species,
complicating identification significantly. Furthermore, the hybrid offspring is
fertile, and so the succession of casual plant sex continues, creating whole
hybridised populations. Mexico is one of those hotspots where this freely
occurs, with such high diversity within the species. A quick search for oaks
on plantlist.org reveals numerous species classified as “illegitimate, invalid or
unplaced”. This suggests that botanists still have lots to classify.
We next go to Huitepec, a reserve not far from San Cristóbal de las Casas.
It follows a slope almost to the top of an extinct volcano with the same
name. It has a two-kilometre track through it, with fading information panels
and dilapidated shelters.

At the lower reaches of this cloud forest remnant nearly all the oaks are
coppiced at about 3 to 4 metres above ground level. Old pockets of decay
at the lower part of these trees make it evident that these trees have long
been the subject of this practice. When the branches are routinely cut
to just above the old wounds, the tree reacts by sending multiple straight
branches upwards; ideal as building material and fence posts, etc. The lower,
old parts of these trees are covered in a plethora of epiphytes.

we know, rather a collection of trees planted wherever the space allows
(actually it is quite unlikely that Bob was here as the trees are way too
young). He shows me around going from oak to oak and also a few of the
other trees; Magnolia, Taxodium, Platanus etc. Ten different oaks are present at
the university, and some of them look quite similar (see pictures). My head
is spinning with the information overload. The thing is that the differences
between the leaves are minute; look at the two leaves in at bottom left of
photo X. To me they look distinctly different, number nine being oblong
(rounded leaf base and leaf tip) whereas number ten is lanceolate (pointed
leaf base and leaf tip). However, José is adamant that they are both Q.
disophylla. Oh, and number seven might be Q. acutifolia instead of Q.
ocotefolia. Hey, who am I to dispute local knowledge!

Coppiced oaks covered in epiphytes, Huitepec reserve.

The large orchids and bromeliads especially stand out. Further up the slope,
larger non-coppiced trees start to appear. The trunks are bare, and the
upper canopy is once again covered in epiphytes. Here the forest floor is
littered with bromeliads that have lost their grip of their hosts overhead. The
trees in this stand are about 25 to 30 metres tall.

Leaf samples collected at Ecosur university, numbered from top left

Hugging the Guatemalan border, national park Lagunas de Montebello is
a collection of lakes surrounded by pine-oak forest. It is quite touristy, but
I enjoy the short walks to viewpoints of several of the lakes. Here pines
tower over a sub canopy of deciduous trees. The canopies of the oaks also
contain an abundance of epiphytes. There are even bromeliads growing
on powerlines, and how they get a foothold here is anyone’s guess. Here I
say goodbye to the cool climate, and head downhill to the humid and hot
lowlands.

Quercus polymorpha?

An Oak with its crown full of epiphytes

Bob Berry’s catalogue reveals that he actually collected acorns in San
Cristóbal de las Casas at a botanical garden. Since there are no botanical
gardens advertised on the internet, a more in-depth research revealed that
there is one at a local university (Ecosur, which published the above tree
guide). After parking the rental car, I explain my reason for being there to
the guards. My communication in broken Spanish pays dividends; one of
the friendly guards escorted me to a greenhouse. Inside I meet José; he
sits behind an old desk and is surrounded by trays of acorns, each with a
handwritten note of what species they are. I explain to him why I’m there: to
learn more about the oaks of Chiapas state.

So, what was it like for Bob 40-50 years ago? Today the main roads are
relatively well kept. Once we had to bribe our way through what was once
a military checkpoint, now hijacked by locals. Chiapas state has the highest
density of indigenous people (Mayan) in Mexico. In remote rural areas the
hierarchy of pre-Spanish times is still largely intact. Chiapas is the stronghold
for the Zapatista movement. It came to existence around about the time of
Bob’s visits, and its pursuit is autonomy in the region. It does not recognise
the federal government and there was even an armed uprising in 1994.
Whole villages and regions exist with their own economic, medical and
schooling system. There have been no clashes in recent years. San Cristóbal
de las Casas is a tourist town these days and with that comes relative safety.
But I’m sure that Bob had a rocky ride getting there as roads would have
been very poor. It must have been quite the adventure.

Menno Kluiters
Consulting Arborist, Gisborne

Before long, it becomes clear that we are both passionate plant people
with a common language: Latin. The garden is not a botanical garden as
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PLANTS TOO DON’T COPE WELL
WITH ISOLATION
There is more to plants than most of us
realise. As studies continue into these
incredible living organisms, science
just finds out more and more. We are just
at the beginning of our understanding
of how they really function in the big
wide world.
It is amazing what these scientists spend time looking at. One moderately
recent study was looking at plants growing in an extreme environment,
especially when it came to soil type. It is a gypsum soil in Spain where the
study took place. (I never knew that such a soil type even existed which just
goes to show how ignorant I really am. “The more I learn the more I realise
how little I know.” To quote someone. May just have to look that one up).
Just as one would expect, this is an incredibly harsh environment, low in both
water and nutrients and from what I can gather, plants are spread far apart.
What the study found was that plants grew better if there is more than
one plant in a particular spot. More to the point, it was when there was
a seedling growing underneath a larger plant (for those of you who are
wondering, it did not specify whether the plants were of the same species
or not).
Why the seedling grew better having a mature plant or ‘nurse’ protecting
it, is quite logical if we give it even a little bit of thought. There is shade,
higher organic matter and nutrient levels from the decaying leaf litter and
the forever changing feeder roots from the larger plant. The organic matter
levels will also increase water holding and the presence of the essential soil
organisms, than in the surrounding barren environs. It is a win-win for the
seedling and really, it found a great spot to grow up in.
So yes, obvious benefits for the youngster, strangely enough, the larger plant
grew better too. Plants with a wee mate flowered better, attracted more
pollinators and hence produced more seed than those hermits growing on
their own. Why this was so, was not discussed within the short article I read;
if you don’t know the answer avoid the question and move on, or change
the subject – they chose the former.
Fiona being Fiona, had to come up with a theory, as Fiona’s are wont
to do. I think that it is simply that plants like having someone to ‘talk’ to,
communicate with; they’re not good hermits. If you’re stuck in the wilderness
and all you have to communicate with are bugs and microbes, one could find
that one yearned to have someone that functioned on a similar wavelength.
Very few organisms live on their own. Yes, there are a few animals (primarily
males) that roam their environs isolated from the rest of their species, but
how happy are they really? Who knows?
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It is now widely proven that plants communicate with one another. They
warn one another about the presence of pests and diseases in the area
ensuring they are all ready to fight them off when they come their way.
Neighbourhood watch existed in plants long before man was even a twinkle
in the evolutionary timeline of our planet.
Roots of different plants can even fuse together, sharing resources and, in
some cases, improving stability. Who knows what else they ‘talk’ about? They
are keeping it all secret; I am sure we have only scratched the surface.
So for me, the answer is simple as to why nursie (our larger plant) grew
better having a seedling developing underneath her sheltering crown; she
had someone to communicate and the maternal instincts popped into action
and she had something to nurture, she was happy!! Well as happy as trees
can be. Actually, I’m not sure about the ‘maternal’ bit but the communication
seems, well, quite logical, in a Fiona sort of way.
Something to ponder and theorise away within your bubble, and just like
plants, we do better if we keep in touch with our fellow beings. Go and give
a friend or family member a call, especially if they are in a solo bubble, it will
make you both feel better!
PS: Quote research. It was Albert Einstein that said it and it the actual quote
was “The more I learn, the more I realise how much I don't know.” Pretty
darn close …. nigh on perfect for someone of my intellect.

Fiona Eadie
Fiona Eadie is an educator, author and columnist for Commercial
Horticulture when she is not working as the head Gardner at Dunedin’s
Larnach Castle

NEW PUBLICATION: FUNGI & TREES;
THEIR COMPLEX RELATIONSHIPS
About the author:
Lynne Boddy MBE PhD DSc FRSB FLSW is Professor of Mycology
at Cardiff University. She is a fungal ecologist who has taught and
researched into the ecology of tree-associated fungi, especially
those responsible for wood decomposition, for over 40 years. She
studies how cord-forming fungi operate as networks that search
and respond for new woody resources on the forest floor, how
fungi interact with one another and with invertebrates, and how
their communities are structured and change with time in rotting
wood. Inevitably, nowadays a major emphasis of hers has been on
climate change effects on fungi. She is currently focusing on standing
trees, investigating heart-rot in deciduous trees, and the ash
dieback fungus. She is a prolific author having written well over 250
scientific papers, written or edited six books, including co-authoring
the much-acclaimed Fungal Decomposition of Wood, and is chief
editor of the journal Fungal Ecology. She has been president of the
British Mycological Society, and received many awards for scientific
research. Lynne is an ardent communicator of the mysteries and
importance of the amazing hidden Kingdom of Fungi to students,
arborists, and the general public, including through TV, radio, videos,
popular talks, articles and exhibitions.
About the book:
This book is aimed at anyone who is interested in trees or fungi.
Trees cannot exist in the natural environment without fungi, and
their interactions are the underlying theme running throughout
Fungi and Trees. This includes the mutualistic partnerships formed
between fungi and the roots of trees, endophytic fungi living
inconspicuously within all tree tissues, the fungi that harm trees, and
the fungi that break down dead tree tissues, recycling the nutrients

within them and making them
available for further tree growth.
Our environment is changing
rapidly, with alterations in land use,
not least urbanization and loss of mature
forests and individual veteran trees, climate
change and elevated greenhouse gases, high inputs of nitrogen and
other pollutants, and movement of invasive species around the
world. The ways in which this affects trees and their associated fungi
is considered, along with management and needs for conservation
of species and habitat. The book is copiously illustrated with
photographs, diagrams and tabulated summaries.
Key features:
• Explains how fungi and trees live and grow, how fungi colonise
trees, and how they breakdown dead wood
• Describes the beneficial and harmful effects of fungi on trees
• Reveals how fungi interact with each other, with trees and with
other organisms
• Highlights fungus-tree interactions in a changing world
• Considers conservation and management
Publishers: Arboriculture Association, UK.
Purchase:

Website: trees.org.uk/Book-Shop
Release Date: Yet to be confirmed
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KIWI WIN AT THE
RURAL GAMES
Despite the Wellington regional climbing competition
being held in Upper Hutt this year, arborists
competed and represented us well at the Ford
New Zealand Rural Games on March 14 and 15 in
The Square, Palmerston North. The Trans-Tasman
Speed Tree Climbing Championship is a fast-paced
tree climbing competition between New Zealand
and Australia, comprising of a work climb and a
traditional footlock. Climbers compete individually
and as a team representing their country. This year
the Kiwi team won, taking the trophy back from the
Aussies who won in 2019. Tiago Miranda (NZ) also
won the highest scoring individual making it a double
win for team Kiwi.
The Kids Tree Climbing was again a big hit with over
400 kids participating over both days of the weekend.
There was constantly a large line in front of the large
English oak that had eight climbing systems setup
for the kids to climb on. All of our kids’ climbing

equipment from both the North and South Island
trailers had to be combined to make sure there was
enough gear to go around. A big thanks to Treetools
who sponsor all of the kids’ climbing equipment, and
the competition climbers for the efforts they put into
the kids climb as volunteers on both days.
Again this year an arborist was nominated for
the Norwood NZ Sportsperson of the year. The
competition was incredibly high and it was great to
see that Scott Forrest was a nominee amongst them,
as he always represents arboriculture well.
Overall it was a successful weekend, not only for
the Kiwi team but for our industry which gets great
exposure at this annual event. A big thanks to our
sponsors; Guardian Tree Services, Treetech and
Treetools for making it happen.

Watch the Tree Climbing Wrap-Up

OVERALL RESULTS
New Zealand: 343.50

Australia: 337.56

Kiwi Team
Stephanie Dryfhout

Aussie Team
Maja Rasmussen Blasch

Jeremy Miller

James Gigiliotti

Tiago Miranda

Terry Boston

Seb Bainbridge
Credit

Nick Sanderson

Volunteers
Craig Webb

Sponsors
Guardian Tree Services

Scott Forrest

Treetech

Laura Mantin

Treetools

Phil Renaud
Jonas, Darryl and the
Guardian Tree Services team
A special mention also goes to Seb Bainbridge, who pulled off the second fastest footlock ascent wearing Red band gumboots!
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RESULTS

FEMALE FINALISTS

CHAPTER

SCORE

Australia

80.49

New Zealand

75.42

CHAPTER

SCORE

Tiago Miranda

New Zealand

90.48

Jeremy Millar

New Zealand

88.97

James Gigliotti

Australia

88.72

Seb Bainbridge

Maja Blasch
Stephanie Dryfhout

Rural Games Volunteers
A small but dedicated team of volunteers turned
out for the Trans-Tasman Speed Tree Climbing
Competition and TSB Kids Climb at the Ford
Ranger Rural Games in The Square, Palmerston
North on 14-15 March 2020.
On behalf of NZ Arb I would like to thank you for
the massive effort involved in assisting over 400
children to enjoy the tree climbing experience and
for putting on an excellent tree climbing spectacle
for the huge crowd at the Rural Games.

MALE FINALISTS

New Zealand

88.54

Terry Boston

Australia

87.33

Nick Sanderson

Australia

81.02

Thanks to Treetech and Guardian Tree Services for
sponsoring the event.
Event Coordinator – Craig Webb
Head Judge – Phil Renaud
Head Technician – Scott Forrest
Judges – Laura Mantin, Craig Webb
Technicians – Gene Christiansen, Jason Sands,
Alex Edwards
Kid’s Climb – Laura Mantin and Phil Renaud
The Guardian Tree Services crew – Jonas Muller,
Darryl Judd, Gene Christiansen, Anu Muller-O’Neil
and Jason Sands
Climbers – Terry Boston, Maja Blasch, James
Gigliotti and Nick Sanderson from Australia. Seb
Bainbridge, Jeremy Millar, Stephanie Dryfhout and
Tiago Miranda from New Zealand

SECURED FOOTLOCK
NAME
James Gigliotti

TIME

SCORE

Australia

14.30

20.00

Seb Bainbridge

New Zealand

15.66

18.64

Tiago Miranda

New Zealand

16.16

18.14

Jeremy Millar

New Zealand

16.42

17.89

Terry Boston

Australia

17.11

17.20

Maja Blasch

Australia

21.41

12.89

Australia

22.36

11.94

New Zealand

27.22

7.09

TIME

SCORE

Nick Sanderson
Stephanie Dryfhout

Thanks also to the TSB crew and Rural Games
volunteers that provided great assistance.
Craig Webb,
NZ Arb Tree Climbing Comp Committee Chair

CHAPTER

WORK CLIMB
NAME

CHAPTER

Tiago Miranda

New Zealand

113.00

72.33

Jeremy Millar

New Zealand

132.19

71.08

Terry Boston

Tiago Miranda

125.00

70.13

Seb Bainbridge

New Zealand

144.06

69.89

Nick Sanderson

Australia

142.22

69.08

James Gigliotti
Stephanie Dryfhout
Maja Blasch

Australia

149.15

68.72

New Zealand

159.50

68.33

Australia

166.87

67.60

The Rural Games in Palmerston North. More tree climbing photos overleaf.
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Rural Games Photo Credit: Nico Wieringa
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PLANNING ERROR RESULTS IN
AMENDMENT TO NOTABLE TREES
THRESHOLD
In its proposed plan change updating and evaluating what are
the district's notable trees, the South Wairarapa District Council
proposed using four STEM thresholds of 110, 120, 130 and 140 to
determine whether trees should be listed as Notable. Following
submissions and a hearing it has accepted a recommendation
by an independent hearing commissioner to set the threshold for
general trees at 110 points under the Standard Tree Evaluation
Method (STEM), a method widely used by New Zealand local
authority councils.
The council report for the December meeting said that after receiving
nominations from the public and the Greytown Tree Advisory Group
(GTAG), a total of 104 new trees or groups of trees had been assessed as
of a high enough value to merit District Plan protection. As a result of the
re-assessments, 46 listings were proposed to be removed from the appendix
of notable trees. This was because 26 trees were no longer present, and
another 20 were not assessed due to significant defects / poor health. The
proposed total number of listed trees or groups of trees was 507. Currently,
448 trees or groups of trees were listed. This excluded 117 trees listed
singularly which were previously listed as groups.
The commissioner Richard Knott presented his recommendations to a
February meeting of the council which adopted them. Knott recommended
that the review of the district plan as a whole in 12-18 months’ time be
used as an opportunity to embed threshold/s into the plan and to fully
consider the implications of the identification of trees as having “heritage”
value, “landscape” value or any other such “label” in relation to the Resource
Management Act 1991 Section 6 (Matters of National Importance) and
Section 7 (Other matters) and to ensure that it is clearly set out which
objectives and policies each category sits under.
He also recommended:
• That additional trees be added to the schedule as necessary as a result of
the recommended utilisation of a single 110 point threshold; and
• That category “labels” be utilised for descriptive/symbolic/data
management purposes only and not to determine thresholds.
Earlier in a council submissions report by the Paper Street Tree Company
of Greytown, which was engaged by South Wairarapa District Council to
provide an updated evaluation of the notable trees in the council's district
plan, consultant arborist Richie Hill explained: “As the trees are assigned into
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categories of importance, specific thresholds are set to reflect the public
value those trees hold, therefore it’s recommended that:
• Trees of national interest are given a threshold of 110;
• Trees of historic value are given a threshold of 120;
• Trees of landscape value are given a threshold of 130;
• Trees of general value are given a threshold of 140.”
The council's acceptance of the Commissioner’s recommendations followed
a long process after it authorised commencement of a review of notable
trees for the Long-Term Plan 2015-2025 in June 2015. In June 2017 the
council authorised for Plan Change 10 the project scope, timeline and
community evaluation and engaged main contractor Hans van Kregten and
a project team including Suitably Qualified and Experienced Professional
(SQEP) Richie Hill, consultant arborist. Several pre-hearing meetings took
place late last year between the council planner, council arborist, the
Greytown Tree Advisory Group, and a representative of the New Zealand
Notable Trees Trust. The council also received 41 submissions on the
plan change for notable trees and several submitters attended the hearing
in February.
At its December meeting, the council explained that, because the council
had a direct interest in the outcome of any hearings (through listed trees
within council land), an independent hearings commissioner(s) should be
engaged to undertake the hearings process and recommend decisions to
the council for adoption.
Commissioner Mr Knott's report backgrounding his recommendations
said that the council used a refined version of the Standard Tree Evaluation
Method (STEM) to assess whether trees are worthy of inclusion on the
schedule of notable trees.
“My understanding from the [Resource Management Act] S42A report and
evidence is that this differs from a standard STEM methodology by
allocating trees into different categories at the pre-assessment stage and
by having a different threshold to include trees on the schedule for each of
these categories.
“The Greytown Tree Advisory Group (GTAG) made a number of
submissions which included comment on the methodology utilised by the
council for the identification of the proposed updated schedule. They were
represented at the hearing by Katie Abbott with Jez Partridge and Lucy
Cooper as expert witness. Mr Partridge is a qualified and experienced

arboriculture expert and Ms Cooper is a qualified and experienced
planner...They both included paragraphs within their evidence to confirm that
their evidence complied with the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses
contained in the Environment Court Consolidated Practice Note 2014. I
have therefore taken their evidence as expert evidence, rather than as lay
witnesses.
“The STEM methodology was used for the last review (2004) and is also
used by a large number of other councils across New Zealand. I heard from
[council planner] Mr Brown, Mr Hill and Mr Partridge regarding the STEM
score threshold used to identify the existing schedule of notable trees.
My take on this is that there is no clear record of the threshold score utilised
for the previous review but it appears that there must have been a threshold
used.
“In relation to the overall methodology promoted by the council, Mr
Partridge confirmed that he believed that the process and associated
guidance produced by Mr Hill encourages consistency in the assessment of
trees across the district (whether or not assessed by the same or a different
arborist). I agree with this view; the guidance information prepared by Mr
Hill will undoubtedly lead to greater consistency; this is very positive. I also
consider it very positive that the council have chosen to carry out a full
STEM assessment of every tree, considering all STEM criteria.
The commissioner quoted Jez Partridge's findings from his research into
the use of STEM by NZ councils for the identification of Notable Trees,
confirming that different councils utilised different thresholds to meet local
circumstances. But Jez Partridge's submission indicated:
“In my opinion [South Wairarapa District] Council’s preferred multiSTEM threshold framework in Planning Change 10 is a departure
from the threshold used to determine the operative list [of Notable
Trees] and adversely affects the number of trees able to be recruited
for protection...There has been no detailed assessment of effects of
these new thresholds and how effectively they operate to ensure
the protection of Notable Trees. There is no detailed assessment as
to why these particular thresholds were selected and not others.
There is no assessment of the effects of changing the current STEM
threshold to the proposed STEM thresholds.

“The proposed multi-threshold approach is confusing and difficult
to understand. A more efficient and less confusing approach
would be to have a single STEM threshold. Trees could still
subsequently be assigned into categories if desired for symbolic
and data management purposes. The analysis in this evidence has
shown that the STEM thresholds linked to the new categories have
few benefits.”
The commissioner said: “It appears to me that the significant issue here is
wider than the thresholds themselves, and also includes the requirement
in the pre-assessment stage to assign a tree to a particular category i.e. to
consider whether the tree or tree group is considered to be of National
Interest, Heritage Value, Landscape Value or a General representation of its
species (and thereafter be led towards the utilisation of a specific threshold
for each of these categories).”
The commissioner referred to an email from Brad Cadwallader (Email from
Mr Cadwallader, Manager New Zealand Tree Register, 20 November 2019)
to council planner Lou Brown following the pre-hearing meeting, confirming
that Mr Cadwallader supported the pre-assessment of trees to “cull out
unsuitable and serious nuisance trees.”
The commissioner continued, “However, Mr Hill’s Paper Street Tree
Company STEM Explanatory Notes confirms that the pre-assessment does
more than this. As well as considering the condition of the tree, the tree is
also assigned to a category (and therefore the threshold for its inclusion on
the schedule is set). As pointed out by Mr Partridge, in the current District
Plan schedule it appears that the “categories would appear to have been
intended for descriptive purposes,” not to assign a particular threshold to a
particular tree.
“From the evidence and presentation of Mr Partridge, I understand that
it is with this step that Mr Hill’s STEM methodology deviates from a usual
STEM methodology utilised by other councils. Having heard the evidence,
responses to my questions at the hearing and considered the council’s
reply, I share Mr Partridge’s concerns regarding the inclusion of the step
to assign a category and associated threshold at the pre-assessment stage
as it appears to bring in a subjective judgement into what is intended to
be, through the utilisation of the STEM methodology, an objective process.
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The commissioner considered the view of Lucy Cooper that the council's
Resource Management Act Section 32 analysis was incomplete.
“Taking the advice of Mr Hill and Ms Cooper together, I accept that an
amended threshold may be appropriate to ensure that only the best trees
are retained on, or added to, the updated schedule. However I consider
that the costs and benefits of the utilisation of categories for anything other
than descriptive purposes and the linking of different thresholds to different
categories has not been sufficiently addressed in the [Resource Management
Act] S32 report.
“I also consider that if such an approach is to be pursued it should be
embedded in the plan as it appears to deviate significantly from the
approach that was previously taken (and perhaps extends the Plan Change
beyond the envisaged simple update of the existing schedule).”
In evidence presented to the council, Jez Partridge for the Greytown Tree
Advisory Group said he had examined the council's Access database of
Notable Trees.
He noted, “It is my opinion that the category score ranges could not have
been intended to be used as STEM thresholds to determine whether trees
in each category should be included on the Notable Tree Register. This is
because if this was the case it would be easier to put trees onto the Notable
Tree Register with lower STEM scores in the Local Interest category, than
trees with higher STEM scores in the Heritage Category.
“This would make no sense as this would mean that it would be easier to
protect trees with lower STEM scores. For a multi-threshold STEM system
to function the category thresholds for the most important trees need
to be lower than the category thresholds for trees considered to be less
important. The categories used at that time were therefore designed for
presentation purposes only.”
The Commissioner opines in his report; ‘I consider that the costs and
benefits of the utilisation of categories for anything other than descriptive
purposes and the linking of different thresholds to different categories has
not been sufficiently addressed in the S32 report. I also consider that if
such an approach is to be pursued it should be embedded in the plan as it
appears to deviate significantly from the approach that was previously taken
(and perhaps extends the Plan Change beyond the envisaged simple update
of the existing schedule)’
It was with this in mind that Mr Knott recommended that the review of the
district plan as a whole fully consider the implications of the identification of
trees as having “heritage” value, “landscape” value or any other such “label”
in relation to the Resource Management Act 1991 Section 6 (Matters of
National Importance) and Section 7 (Other matters) and to ensure that it is
clearly set out which objectives and policies each category sits under.
The commissioner also reported that as notified, the plan change included
the ability for the council to include a new tree on the notable tree schedule
even if the landowner did not give their consent if it achieved a STEM
score of 230 or over. However, at the pre-hearing meetings the council
confirmed that it was their intention to remove this ability as they do not
wish to protect trees unless there is landowner consent. This is included as a
recommendation in the Council Reply.”
The commissioner said Mr Partridge also has concerns regarding the
proposed 230 point threshold included in the notified plan and indicated:
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It is not explained how the 230 point threshold was arrived at, why
the threshold was not lower, or indeed any range of thresholds. If
a different threshold had been used, what the implications of this
would be in comparison to the one chosen. In my opinion inadequate
explanation is provided in the Section 32 Report as to why this
threshold was chosen as opposed to any other.
The commissioner concludes, “It is clear that there are a range of approaches
to this issue across other councils and that the council’s position as set
out in their reply, to not include new trees on the schedule unless there is
landowner agreement, is not unusual. I accept their latest recommendation
on this matter. This is however a separate issue from cases where a new
owner purchases a property where there is an existing notified tree and
does not wish the tree to remain on the schedule.
“I recommend that the 230 point threshold for the council to include trees
on the schedule without landowner consent be removed.”
Jez Partridge, a full member of NZ Arb, writes for Tree Matters, in conclusion:

Key Learnings
1. Councils should ensure that their Resource Management Act S32 Report
thoroughly examines the appropriateness of a plan change, and that the
costs and benefits of the existing methodology and proposed threshold/s
are compared against alternate options.
2. National Planning Standards now specify the term that should be used for
a protected tree (Notable Tree) and under which District Plan Chapter
protected trees should be scheduled.
[Under District-wide Matters Standard, with the sub-beading Historical
and cultural values, the Standard refers to:
6. If the following matters are addressed, they must be located in the
Notable trees chapter:
a. Identification of individual trees or groups of trees
b. Provisions to manage trees or groups of trees
c. A schedule(s) of individual trees and groups of trees.
This schedule must include a description of the tree(s) including the
species of the tree(s). This may cross-reference an appendix.
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/media/RMA/national-planningstandards-november-2019.pdf]
3. When a trees plan change occurs, any council should take the opportunity
to update the District Plan to explain and describe the tree evaluation
method used. An update of the district plan tree chapter objectives, rules,
policies, and definitions may therefore be required.
4. Councils need to consult widely with the community and listen carefully
to their concerns. Consultation and collaboration with advocacy groups
may enhance the efficiency of proposed plan changes.

If you value trees,
you value tree experts.
It’s the same with
insurance. Talk to the
experts for best results.
Mark Rogers
Insurance Broker
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AUTUMN LEAVES
Photos by Jesse Frank Photography
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LOOKING BACK – & FORWARD
WITH BRANDON
WHIDDETT
CO-FOUNDER
AND CHIEF
ENGINEERING
OFFICER OF
TREESCAPE®
Innovation has always been at the forefront of Treescape
operations – right from the very beginning. When Brandon
Whiddett started Treescape in 1981 with Ed Chignall, he
came to the conclusion pretty quickly that they needed
to do things differently to become a long-term sustainable
business.
“We were young – about 24 – and every day was such
hard work, manually stacking logs onto a trailer,
dragging logs… I immediately knew we needed to
switch it up because I didn’t want to break my back
forever. Initially, I guess I was driven to innovate
simply by wanting to find ways to do things that
required less labour,” he says.
Not technically trained in engineering, Brandon could always
draw, but it was his on-the-ground experience that made
him fine-tune his product design skills.
“When we first started Treescape I wanted to learn about
the machinery but of course at that stage we couldn’t afford
to own any of our own. Tom Shepherd owned the Riverhead
Sawmill – for fun I’d go and work with him after hours,
driving loaders, his log skidder and logging trucks in the yard.
It was a heap of fun and I learnt so much,” he says.
In the early days, Brandon and Ed would use sub-contractors
with the right gear, before they owned any of it themselves.
Being around these subbies taught Brandon a lot.
“If you don’t know how to build and use it, you don’t know
how to design it. Our first sub-contractor had a Palfinger
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crane and I’d be watching, thinking, talking – putting all the
bits together in my head, figuring out how it worked and
how we could improve it. I was passionate about what we
were doing but I was also impatient… I wanted to get the
job done in 10 minutes and make the money, so I needed an
easier way and that was machinery.”
A six-week trip to America saw Brandon buy 3 LR45 towers
and two Brush Bandit model 90 chippers – he worked with
fabricators over there, pulling apart the towers, rebuilding
them with cranes and throwing them all in an open-top
container to bring home to reassemble and build them to
Treescape's design. That was the beginning of a career of
modifying gear to suit Treescape’s operations.
“I can copy really well – copy and improve is how I work. I
guess that’s innovation. I just focus on improving every time,
making things faster, safer and more efficient,” he says.
Brandon says his inspiration comes from people sharing
problems they have – that’s the drive he gets to then design
bespoke gear to solve it. Like the Morooka tower.
“Our Aussie teams were having an issue because a lot of
roads over there have these really big swell drains that you
can’t drive trucks over – even just to park on the roadside.
So we developed this Morooka tower, basically a 6-tonne
tracked carrier with very low ground pressure – half that of
a human foot. It can also traverse steep slopes. It can now

go into paddocks where no vehicles could previously go. In
the past, because of the lack of access, our guys had to trek
in and either climb the trees or use long pole saws, usually
around powerlines – it was dangerous and slow. Now they
can hoon there at great speed, up and down hills, using the
Morooka tower.” Today, Treescape has four in their fleet.
Another design innovation Brandon is proud of is the
accessories they developed for a Komatsu PC200 excavator
to use when site clearing: stump grinders, mulchers, tree
shears and a unique bucket winch.
“I wanted a winch but I didn’t want a full skidder so I built a
winch and put it into a bucket – it worked well and we still
use it today,” he says.
Often, the best innovations are the simple ones. Like the
standard urban EPV (elevated work platform) on the back
of a ute – Brandon and his team used the same concept
but turned the crane around to make it more functional
and added a chip bin below it, to catch the chip to make the
Urban Terroriser. Having the EPV mounted on small truck
rather than a 10ft???? makes it easier to navigate tight innercity streets, plus it can be operated by one person, which is
more efficient. This design has now been appropriated by
Onehunga Transport Engineering Ltd.
Today, in his position as Chief Engineering Officer, Brandon
has 14 employees working with him in the company’s
workshops on their extensive fleet, including trucks, utes,
cranes, grapples, transporters and chippers. And the team
extends to long-time outsiders too, who Brandon counts as
an integral part of the team.

“People like Brent Hepple from Komatsu, Lyndon and Aaron
from Hino Trucks, Steve from Ace Tyres, and John Ryan from
Total Hydraulics who have been a part of so many of our
developments. I’ve been working with these people for over
30 years – they’re trusted partners. I’m big on being brand
loyal – working long-term with like-minded people on a
common goal. For me, the journey of life is business and
pleasure and people like this make it a pleasure.”
He’s also not afraid of redoing work and admitting there’s a
better way.
“Ego doesn’t make money. When we’re changing gear, we’ll
get people from the field in, senior managers, my team and
we’ll shoot the shit – ‘What are we going to change? How
could this work better?’”
In 2018, Brandon was awarded the new NZ Arb Association
Innovator for the Industry, which recognised his leadership
around new technology in the fleet and arb industry.
Brandon says it’s the combined input from others that gives
true innovation, but that’s not to say his colleagues are
always immediately convinced by his designs.
“They often say no the first six months, until I wear them
down!”
Next, he has his eye on developing his designs of an
electrical truck and chipper, building them to be eco-friendly,
quiet and small and nimble to navigate residential streets – a
true innovation for the industry.
“That’s the plan, anyway. We can always find better ways to
do things.”
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NZ ARB HUSQVARNA
WELLINGTON REGIONAL
TCC WRAP-UP
A new venue for the Lower North Island saw
Upper Hutt put on a beautiful day for this year’s
regional competition held in the leafy canopies of
Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt. After a karakia and a
quick run-through with new regional coordinator
Josh Symes, the 27 climbers were set loose upon the
events that circled ‘round the park.
A large Cedrus deodara was selected for the AB
Equipment Speed Climb, with a ladder of logs
strapped to the girthy stem to aid climbers with
reaching its first branches. The competitors held
nothing back and achieved some outstanding times.
In the end it was Joel Climo (aptly named), who most
harnessed his inner possum, taking out the event with
a staggering 14.85 seconds!
New best practice in Europe may see the use of
two climbing systems required when working in
a tree, and this was replicated in the Silky Saws
Aerial Rescue event. It required competitors to
rescue the long suffering “Randy”, having broken
his arm working a Quercus robur from two roping
points. With an additional climbing system to deal
with as well as a difficult position to lift the heavy
victim’s leg, descending safely saw a few slip-ups by
the competitors. Even so, the extra gear and many
possibilities for redirects meant that a wide variety of
rescue styles were executed. The standout rescues
were made by Corbin Tattersall, Jack Taylor and
Nicala Ward-Allen, who impressed both judges and
spectators with their smooth performances.
The Metrogreen Throwline event was held in
two separate Quercus rubra, with varying levels of
difficulty spread over the two canopies. Under the
watchful eye of Kevin Squire, no-nonsense head
judge, this made for a high-pressure event. Despite
some incredible shots taken by competitors, Nick
Sanderson smashed it with an amazing 28 points out
of a possible 30.
Now that most competitors had encountered the
fairly new format of the Donaghys Ascent Event,
some fantastic times were achieved, both in setup
and ascent times. A range of systems were used,
some with catastrophic consequences for the
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climbers. A special mention should be given to
newcomer Henko Otto, who bravely foot locked up
after his foot ascender fell off mere metres above
the ground! Once again it was Corbin Tattersall who
took it out for Wellington, with Jess Hamer ascending
quickest for the women.
Finally, the Kask Work Climb involved the simulated
pruning of a big old Quercus robur; many epicormics
and a challenging limb walk made for a series of
excellent climbs full of careful manoeuvres and
fancy footwork. A motley crew of Wellington’s finest
judged this event, and most impressed by Roger
Gilman, who by far had the most moves necessary to
navigate this crowded specimen.
Over the five events, Corbin Tattersall took the
competition home for Wellington, with Australian
Maja Rasmussen Blasch smashing it for the women.
In the “New Arborist of the Year” category, it was
the talented Martin Manea, followed by Anu Muller
O’Neill who made the region proud, excelling in both
the work climb and an industry-based questionnaire
set up by Craig Lamb.
The event sponsors were Husqvarna, Treetech,
Levin Sawmakers, Silky, Metrogreen, AB Equipment,
Donaghys and Kask. Of course, a strong shout-out
is also owed to Treetools for bringing some serious
swag for the top climbers!
Thanks to Wellington City Council and Bark Ltd for
setting up a brilliant day for all, led by Phil Renaud,
whose indispensable technical prowess allowed the
setup and events to run smoothly and professionally.
Zane Wedding went above and beyond the
call of duty with his dual roles as head tech and
competitor… hats off to you! Finally, the committed
volunteers who provide the backbone for all these
great events deserve a special mention. Their hard
work and commitment speak volumes to the great
sense of community amongst the arb industry and
whose hard work paid off with a great day enjoyed
by all!

Sam Hislop

RESULTS

FEMALE FINALISTS

Wellington Regional TCC Judges &
Technicians

Jess Hamer

Regional Coordinator – Joshua Symes
Head Judge – Craig de Denus
Head Technician – Zane Wedding
Scorers – Mark Raines and Will Melville
New Arborist of the Year, sponsored by Hansa &
Tree Hub – Craig Lamb

Silky Saws Aerial Rescue
Event Head Judge – Chris Paine
Judges – Keiran Edwards, James Milcairns, Jez
Partridge
In-Tree Technician – Sam Hislop

130.07
126.72

Laura Martin

South Island

86.23

MALE FINALISTS

CHAPTER

PRELIMINARY TOTAL

Corbin Tattersall

Wellington

157.62

Nick Sanderson

Australia

155.04

Roger Gilman

Auckland

148.48

Wellington

144.02

Jack Taylor

SILKY SAWS AERIAL RESCUE
NAME

CHAPTER

SCORE

Female

CATEGORY

Nicala Ward-Allen

Wellington

43.00

Female

Maja Rasmussen Blasch

Australia

40.67

Male

Corbin Tattersall

Wellington

43.67

Male

Jack Taylor

Wellington

40.33

AB EQUIPMENT BELAYED SPEED CLIMB

Donaghys Ascent
Event Head Judge – Phil Renaud
In-tree Technician – Luke McDonald
Timing Team – Tom Renee, Warren Smith, Jordan
Hattaway, Hanna Luypers, Kaiui Moeau, Ben Young
AB Equipment Speed Climb
Event Head Judge – James Jones
Technicians – Kane Kench, Josh Cookson

146.92

Australia

KASK Workclimb
Event Head Judge – Cameron Mitchell
Judges – Alistair Luke, Andy Danger, Nick Ellis
In-Tree Technician – Declan Smith
Technician – Richard Moore

PRELIMINARY TOTAL

Australia
Wellington

Nicala Ward-Allen

On behalf of Husqvarna, NZ Arb and all our
sponsors, I would like to thank the excellent team
of judges and technicians that helped at Maidstone
Park, Upper Hutt, on 7 March 2020.

CHAPTER

Maja Rasmussen Blasch

CATEGORY

NAME

CHAPTER

Female

Maja Rasmussen Blasch

Australia

TIME (SECS)
17.73

Female

Nicala Ward-Allen

Wellington

24.36

Male

Joe Climo

Wellington

14.85

Male

Zane Wedding

Auckland

15.44

Metrogreen Throwline

DONAGHYS ASCENT EVENT

Event Head Judge – Kevin Squire
Technician – Justin Garbatt

CATEGORY

NAME

CHAPTER

Treetools Kid’s Climb

Female

Jess Hamer

Australia

15.76

Technicians – Tim McPherson, Jayden North,
Jason Box

Female

The competition was a great success, thanks
to you all.
Craig Webb,
NZ Arb Tree Climbing Comp Committee Chair

TIME (SECS)

Maja Rasmussen Blasch

Australia

18.37

Male

Corbin Tattersall

Wellington

10.31

Male

Thomas Guy

South Island

12.08

METROGREEN THROWLINE
NAME

CHAPTER

Female

CATEGORY

Jess Hamer

Australia

SCORE
18

Female

Maja Rasmussen Blasch

Australia

10

Male

Nick Sanderson

Australia

28

Male

Zane Wedding

Auckland

20

KASK WORK CLIMB
NAME

CHAPTER

SCORE

Female

CATEGORY

Nicala Ward-Allen

Wellington

63.33

Female

Maja Rasmussen Blasch

Australia

59.86

Male

Roger Gilman

Auckland

63.00

Male

Corbin Tattersall

Wellington

62.60
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NZ ARB Husqvarna Wellington Regional TCC Photo Credit: Richard Tregoweth, Treetools
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A MESSAGE FROM TREESCAPE®
Hi Team,
Today is a very sad day for the Treescape® family with the passing this
morning of our colleague and dear friend Lawrence Schicker. Lawrence has
been a valued member and integral part of Treescape® for two decades.
Those of you close to Lawrence will be aware that he has been stoically
battling bowel cancer for a number of months. However, Lawrence didn’t let
his cancer or the country’s lockdown stop him marrying long term partner
Kirsten Neil in a special ceremony last month.

Lawrence came to Treescape® as a young man full of energy and passion.
He teamed up with another young buck Dion Wright and the two of them
went on to forge a lifetime friendship.
Brandon and I remember them both starting fresh out of Arb school and
ready to take on any job, work hard and at the end of the day play very
hard!! Sometimes resulting in some pretty rough mornings when they were a
bit slow to get going!!
Lawrence grew into an amazing man who was incredibly passionate and
positive about his profession. He was a great teacher and one of the pillars
of the Treescape® training program, having taught a number of budding
arborists as they did the hard yards at Treescape®.
Lawrence was a very loyal company man and a huge asset to Treescape®.
He will be sadly missed but not forgotten. He is truly one of the Treescape®
legends!
As well as working hard, Lawrence was extremely passionate about his
outdoor pursuits including hunting and fishing. Brandon notes an epic day
when they caught marlin together off the East Cape at Waihau Bay, Lawrence
was right there in the thick of it enjoying every minute.
Our condolences and sympathies go out to Lawrie’s wife Kirsten and his
whole family.
Unfortunately due to the current Covid-19 Alert Level we will not be able
to hold the large send-off that Lawrie deserves to celebrate his life. We
will be making alternative arrangements for Treescape® staff to pay their
respects at a later date.
Kind Regards,

Ed Chignell		

Brandon Whiddett

Founder & Director

Stable Braid

™

Founder & Chairman		

Stable Braid

™

Samson premium rigging
line designed for strength,
safety, and control in a range
of colors and sizes.

AVAILABLE FROM

Call Scott at 0274 973 745

ultraropes.co.nz
SamsonRope.com
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Call 09 274 8090

treetools.co.nz

NEW MEMBERS

(SINCE FEB 2020)

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Quin Amoore
Alan Parker
Menno Kluiters
Kieran Edwards
Ryan Richmond
Joel Clark
Mike Barr
Todd Haskell

APPROVED CONTRACTOR MEMBER NOTIFICATION OF INTENT
Jack Taylor Vertical Arborist
Downer Tree Services Wellington
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APPROVED CONTRACTORS OF THE NEW ZEALAND
ARBORICULTURE ASSOCIATION
An Approved Contractor is an arboricultural contracting business that has met, and maintains,
a minimum stand of professional knowledge and practical ability with a certain level of client
service – as required in the NZ Arb Approved Contractor Programme.

Northland/Auckland
Treescape®Ltd

Auckland

info@treescape.co.nz

(09) 259 0572

Treescape® Ltd

Kumeu

northern@treescape.co.nz

(09) 412 5017

Auckland

nick@treesafe.co.nz

0800 873 3769

Treesafe Arboriculture
contractors

Waikato / Bay of Plenty
Treescape® Ltd

Hamilton

waikato@treescape.co.nz

(07) 857 0280

Arbor Care Ltd

Tauranga

info@arborcare.co.nz

(07) 543 1775

Bark Ltd

Wellington

enquiries@bark.co.nz

0800 227 558

Treetech Ltd

Wellington

office@treetech.co.nz

0800 873 378

Treescape® Ltd

Wellington

central@treescape.co.nz

(04) 569 5813

Arb Innovations

Wellington

enquiries@arbinnovations.co.nz

(04) 2126 366

Wellington City Council
Parks & Gardens

Wellington

william.melville@wcc.govt.nz

(04) 499-4444

Treetech Ltd

Christchurch

office@treetech.co.nz

0800 873 378

The Tree People

Christchurch

info@fourseasonstreecare.co.nz

Nelson

south@treescape.co.nz

Central / Wellington

Canterbury

0800 4 SEASONS

Nelson/Tasman
Treescape® Ltd

For more information on ACP, or to check latest ‘Notification of Intent’
companies, visit the NZ Arb website www.nzarb.org.nz
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(03) 544 0588

UPCOMING EVENTS
ARBOR DAY (NEW ZEALAND)

5 JUN / NZ WIDE

BE WITH A TREE CAMPAIGN

5–14 JUN / NZ WIDE

WEBINAR: FIGHTING MICROBES WITH MICROBES TO PROTECT NATIVE TREES

9 JUN / ONLINE

NZ ARB "ASK AN ARBORIST" AT FIELDAYS

POSTPONED

WEBINAR: ENHANCING TREE HEALTH IN WATER SENSITIVE URBAN DESIGN: ROLE OF MYCORRHIZAE

9 JUN / ONLINE

2020 ISA INTERNATIONAL TREE CLIMBING CHAMPIONSHIP (ITCC)

CANCELLED

NZ ARB HUSQVARNA SOUTH ISLAND CLIMBING COMP

12–13 SEP / ASHBURTON DOMAIN

KAWERAU WOODFEST

26–27 SEP / KAWERAU

WEBINAR: SOIL ASSESSMENT FOR URBAN TREES – PART 2 ACTIONS

29 SEP / ONLINE

WEBINAR: MEASURING MULTI-STEMMED TREES

13 OCT / ONLINE

NZ ARB HUSQVARNA NATIONAL TCC 2020

7–8 NOV / QUEENSTOWN

2020 NZ ARB ANNUAL INDUSTRY AWARDS CELEBRATION

8 NOV / QUEENSTOWN

2020 NZ ARB ANNUAL CONFERENCE – REGISTRATIONS OPEN MID-AUG
ISA ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE (USA) – DATE CHANGE

8–10 NOV / QUEENSTOWN
15–17 DEC / ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

For more information please visit nzarb.org.nz

"WHAT AM I" ANSWER &
CROSSWORD SOLUTION
What Am I: Akeake Dodonaea Viscosa
Crossword:
Across

Down

1. Taper

2. Atlanta

3. Bashman

4. Anthocyanin

8. Compaction

5. Eastwoodhill

9. Tonoplast

6. Guttation

10. Sars-cov-2

7. Cellulose

12. Turgor

11. Colloid

13. Tomography

16. Embolism

14. Morton

17. Glaucous

15. Biomechanics

18. Mesophyll

19. Clay

20. Tannin

21. Phellogen

22. Lamina

23. Benson
24. Symbiotic
25. Inermis
26. Humus
27. Calvin
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TAKING TREE CARE
TO THE NEXT LEVEL
SMOOTH AND PRECISE CUT
The new pitch 0.325” mini
combined with Pixel cutter
geometry – ensures smooth
and precise cutting.

FROM PRUNING TO FELLING
Gives you both the precision
needed for pruning – and
the high capacity required
for felling.

DEVELOPED FOR PROFESSIONAL
WORK WITH BATTERY CHAINSAWS
The X-CUT® SP21G chain has a new pitch – 0.325” mini – and a pixel
profile to maximise power and efficiency. The fast and smooth cuts in
every type of arborist task means that you can now use the same saw
and chain through the whole process of felling a tree. Precise cuts and
optimisation for Husqvarna battery chainsaws increase performance and
productivity without sacrificing quality.
Learn more at HUSQVARNA.COM

CUTTING EFFICIENCY
Developed to fit smaller
professional chainsaws,
maximising power and a
geometry optimized for
cutting efficiency.

